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The vats were formerly wooden, but are now constructed of steel, and. are from 25 to 50 feet in diameter and (J to (.) Feet. deep. The sand settles to the bottom and the slime and wafer overflow through discharge holes in the side of the vat. The level of discharge is raised from time to time as the level of the collected sand rises. When the vat is full, the residual water is drained oil through the filter bed at ihe bottom of the vat. The construction of the-
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filter bed is shown in Fi#. M8.J    Th«k coIltH-.ted sartd is usually translerre<l toother vatn for treatment with cyanide.
(b)  The Butters and Mein distributor is shown in Figs. 119 and I5<).2 It is an automatic revolving apparatus working on the princ.iple of the
Hi:hi2iiU, /binttte layers of wood and ore, crushed in Gates crushers and stamps, and conveyed to the leaching-vats. The vats were 4 feet deep, and the depth of the charge about 2 feet, as a greater depth would have entailed difficulties in leaching. About 90 per cent, of the gold was recovered, but the tailing was rich (5 or 6 dwts.)5 and the method was superseded by wet crushing.
